
 

 

Impact of the War in Ukraine on the agro-food sector  

Conclusions of the EFFAT meeting held on 31 March 2022  

EFFAT reiterates its firm condemnation for the Kremlin’s invasion against Ukraine and demands the immediate 
cessation of all Russian military operations. We call on the Russian troops to leave the country and we urge 
for dialogue, de-escalation, and real peace talks. We urge the European Union to do more to end this dramatic 
conflict and ensure long standing peace on the European continent and globally. We reiterate our solidarity 
with the people of Ukraine as well as with the Ukrainian trade unions. We commend all those in Russia who 
oppose the war and call for peace despite the hard repression of the Government. We support strong sanc-
tions against the Russian government and oligarchs and demand to minimize the impact of such sanctions on 
Russian workers and common people. We call on Europe based transnational companies to halt their activities 
in Russia while keep paying wages and social security contributions to workers. 

EFFAT deplores the war in any form and remind that workers and civilians are always those paying the highest 
price of any conflict. The consequences of war are death and destruction, but this war is also having a major 
impact on the agro-food sector. Even before Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, global agricultural markets saw a rise 
in commodity prices, due partly to climate effects, financial speculation, geopolitical tensions, and the impact 
of COVID-19. Rising energy prices in Europe are also having a significant impact on the sector, with increased 
fuel and fertiliser costs for farmers and higher logistic, energy and packaging costs for food companies.  

Despite being generally self-sufficient for food, for some specific products Europe is a considerable net-im-
porter: Ukraine is the EU's fourth biggest food supplier and a key source of cereals, animal feed, vegetable oils 
and oilseeds. At the same time Russia is an important supplier to the EU of rapeseed cake, sunflower cake, 
sunflower seeds and, more importantly, of fossil fuels and synthetic nitrogen fertilisers.  

Furthermore, the current scenario also exposes the vulnerabilities of our food system, due to our dependence 
on imports of gas, fertiliser and animal feed. Alongside, the current conflict is also posing major threats for 
food security among food deficit countries which rely extensively on imports from Ukraine. While food security 
is not at stake in the EU, low-income households may face issues of food affordability due to rising food costs. 

EFFAT supports the actions outlined by the European Commission Communication issued on 23 March 2022 
but regrets the lack of measures to protect agro-food workers, as well as more ambitious actions to support 
low-income households and vulnerable populations. 

More specifically, EFFAT calls on Member States and the EU to deliver on the following two priorities: 

1. Ensuring food security in Ukraine and in food deficit countries as well as food affordability for most vul-
nerable households. To achieve this objective, EFFAT: 

• Calls on the European Commission to develop a contingency plan with the objective of finding alternatives 
that can replace the imports of food commodities and agricultural inputs from Ukraine, Russia and Belarus 
in the short term. The plan should cover what the EU market can autonomously deliver to replace missing 
imports as well as solutions to compensate the impact of the sanctions on agro-food products’ exports; 

• Calls on the EU and Member States to tackle the current speculation on food and energy prices with 
increased monitoring on trading practices across the food chain and actions to limit fluctuations in futures 
markets. Additional support measures should also be deployed to help most vulnerable actors across the 
food chain including small farmers and agricultural workers;  

• Calls on Member States to substantially increase their contributions to the World Food Programme and 
the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). These two institutions should coordinate 
all actions needed to prevent a hunger crisis in food deficit regions such as the Middle East, North Africa 
and sub-Saharan countries that largely rely on imports from Russia and Ukraine. At the same time, we 
call on the EU to do more to become a leading actor in achieving an effective global governance for the 
world food security;  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/food-farming-fisheries/key_policies/documents/safeguarding-food-security-reinforcing-resilience-food-systems.pdf


 

 

• Calls on the EU to take concrete actions to limit Europe’s energy dependance and calls for a stronger 
promotion of renewable energy sources as well as self-generated energy at farm level to reduce external 
farm energy consumption and increase the contribution of agriculture to energy supply in rural areas. 

• Supports the European Commission actions on the ground in western Ukraine to ensure the harvesting 
season in the country takes place, at least partially, also this year; 

• Calls on Member States to monitor available food stocks and take concrete initiatives to support low-
income households, including through direct economic support;  

• Reiterates its support for the Farm to Fork Strategy and regrets the postponement of the revised directive 
on the sustainable use of pesticides and the nature restoration regulation. We remind that making the 
agro-food sector more sustainable means also ensuring it becomes less dependent on antibiotics, 
synthetic pesticides and fertilizers and therefore safer for agro-food workers; 

• Condemns any attempt to instrumentalize the war in Ukraine to oppose the ambitious environmental 
objectives of the Farm to Fork and the Green Deal. These policies set long-terms and medium-term 
targets and suspending them is not going to deliver any benefit for businesses and workers facing the 
consequences of the conflict. At the same time, we reiterate our demand for greater social considerations 
as well as rigorous socio-economic impact assessment for all foreseen initiatives in the framework of the 
Farm to Fork Strategy and the Fit for 55; 

2. Preventing negative consequences on jobs and working conditions in the agro-food sector, ensuring equal 
treatment and a fair integration of refugees in the labour market. To achieve this objective, EFFAT: 

• Calls on the Commission to carry out a detailed assessment of the actual and potential impact of the war 
on jobs and working conditions in the agro-food sector in each Member State and at Union level; 

• Calls on Member States and the Commission for the adoption of emergency measures to minimize the 
possible negative repercussion of the war on jobs in the agro-food sector. We demand the continuation 
of emergency measures successfully used by the EU to tackle the COVID-19 outbreak, including SURE, by 
refinancing and redirecting them as to address the consequences of the war on the economy and jobs;  

• Warns against any attempt to use the war and/or the need to increase food production in Europe as an 
excuse to weaken labour inspections and implement a deregulation agenda on workers’ rights; 

• Calls on Member States to welcome all people fleeing from Ukraine and to fully implement the recently 
activated Temporary Protection Directive (TPD). We call on Member States to extend protection also to 
third-country undocumented migrants and stateless without valid ID who are fleeing from the war;  

• Urges Member States and the Commission to support a fair integration in the labour market of all 
refugees who have left or will leave Ukraine to ensure full equal treatment in the workplace and fight 
against any form of exploitation. We call on Member States to liaise with social partners to agree on an 
action plan that ensures a fair integration of refugees and asylum seekers in the labour market; 

• Calls on Member States and national authorities responsible for controls on working conditions to 
increase the frequency and step up the effectiveness of inspections in the agro-food sector. We call on 
ELA to coordinate this work with national competent authorities. We reiterate EFFAT demand for an EU 
legal instrument on inspections and complaint mechanisms to increase the frequency and effectiveness 
of controls on working conditions (See demand nr 2 of EFFAT demands on labour mobility). 

The Covid-19 pandemic and this terrible conflict have highlighted the vulnerabilities of our food systems. Pro-

ducing healthy and sustainable food through ethical labour standards must become a key priority of the EU 

and Member States. There is no time to waste: We owe it to the planet, agro-food workers, and future gener-

ations.  

 

https://effat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/EFFAT-Demands-for-action_Towards-inclusion-and-equal-treatment-for-all-mobile-and-migrant-workers_EN.pdf

